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A number of independent expert studies show that the combination of government regulation 
and corporate commitments to no-deforestation supply chains is working to slow rates of 
deforestation and reduce plantation expansion as the palm oil sector moves towards more 
sustainable production practices. 

 
Compared to other deforestation-linked agricultural sectors, reports by TFA2020 and Forest 
Trends indicate the palm oil industry has done more in the last four to five years both in 
terms of commitments made, and the implementation of those commitments. The impact of 
which is starting to be reflected in reports by other independent authorities. 

 
• The Indonesian Government moratoria on peatland development and on new palm 

plantation permits, have contributed to a  60 percent drop in tree cover loss in 
primary forests in 2017 compared with 2016 and an 88 percent drop in protected 
peat forest areas1. 

 
• Since 2013 the growth in the Indonesian palm oil area has been declining from over 

six percent to less than three percent in 2016. Publicly listed companies have been 
more progressive and recorded less than one percent growth in 2016. Non-listed 
companies are lagging slightly with just over three percent growth2. 

 
 

• Thanks to No Deforestation, No Peat, No Exploitation (NDPE) commitments by 365 
traders and consumer goods companies, 29 percent of Indonesia’s leased out 
landbank cannot be developed. This  stranded land is equal to 6.1 million hectares or 
10 million football fields3. 

 
While the industry is making demonstrable progress, it remains true that not all supply chain 
actors are yet fully implementing NDPE policies that meet international market expectations. 
Greenpeace’s latest report, The Final Countdown, highlights the work still to be done to 
bring those actors on palm oil’s sustainability journey. 

 
GAR believes that the best way to secure lasting change is to engage with these supply 
chain actors and provide them with support and encouragement to achieve the changes it 
has worked to implement within its own operations. 

 
Through Traceability to Plantation (TTP), GAR is achieving visibility of the supply chain and 
building trust between ourselves, our direct suppliers, and their suppliers. Through the 
information we collect in this process GAR is able to develop interventions, training and 
action plans to  support our suppliers to adopt best practices. 

 
 
 
 

1 https://www.wri.org/blog/2018/08/indonesias-deforestation-dropped-60-percent-2017-theres-more-do 
2 “The Report on palm oil prepared for the European Commission, DG Environment” presented by LMC 
International and 3Keel at the ICOPE conference in Bali, April 2018 
3 https://chainreactionresearch.com/report/indonesian-palm-oils-stranded-assets-10-million-football-fields-of-undevelopable-land/ 
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As the Greenpeace report was being launched, GAR was holding its fourth annual SMART 
Seed event, a full day training and information sharing session for our suppliers focused on 
how they can contribute to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

 
GAR achieved 100 percent TTP for its own mills in December 2017 and is now focused on 
achieving  TTP for our third party suppliers by 2020. 

 
GAR’s  robust supply chain engagement approach includes the commitment to address 
grievances raised by NGOs. With respect to the Greenpeace report we currently buy from 
only seven (7) of the 25 producer groups listed. GAR is already engaged with these groups 
as a result of our own due diligence process, and previous reports by Greenpeace and other 
NGOs. Our engagement progress is published on the GAR Grievance List. 
While there is still work to be done to create a fully sustainable palm oil sector, failure to 
recognise the progress already made threatens to undermine the continuation of those 
commitments and efforts. 

 
Brand companies can and should continue to support the change that is underway through 
purchasing certified, sustainable palm oil, and supporting the efforts of progressive 
companies to help their supply chain make the necessary commitments and changes in 
practice. 

 
For media enquiries, please contact: 
Wulan Suling 
Mobile: +62 818 909 900 
Email: wulan.suling@sinarmas-agri.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Golden Agri-Resources (GAR) Ltd 
108 Pasir Panjang Road, #06-00, Golden Agri Plaza, Singapore 118535 

T: +65 6590 0800 | F: +65 6590 0887 
goldenagri.com.sg • sustainability@goldenagri.com.sg 

golden-agri-resources-ltd • @GAR_Sinarmas • @gar_sinarmas 

https://goldenagri.com.sg/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/PressRelease_GAR_TTPannouncement_FIN.pdf
https://goldenagri.com.sg/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Our-Supplier-Engagement-Activities-involving-the-Leuser-Ecosystem_Final_r.pdf
https://goldenagri.com.sg/sustainability-dashboard/files/file_docs/1eEGvgrievance_list_updated_4_september_2018v2.pdf
mailto:wulan.suling@sinarmas-agri.com
mailto:sustainability@goldenagri.com.sg

